
4th May  9 am working bee at Clubrooms 
4th May  12 pm Motorkhana at Clubrooms 
7th June  Origin Endurance race Taupo. 
20th June Dualsprint Taupo Motorsport Park 
28th June Origin Endurance race Manfield 
19th July   Origin Endurance race Pukekohe 
10th Aug   Sainsbury road hill climb with Fiat Waikato 
17th Aug   Dual sprint Hampton downs with BOP 
19th Oct   Hiwi road with Fiat Waikato 
 

Upcoming Club Events  

MARCH/APRIL 2014 
 
Welcome to the May edition of the Hamilton Car Club bulletin , 
The last month saw a very successful autocross run by the club at Ruakura. What an 
amazing course set out by Chris Wharepapa and Bruce Clothier, Yet another marathon 
event at 2.3kms but very dusty with the predicted rain not falling . Unfortunately this has 
given one of the residents who have complained about our use of this venue before 
some ammunition to contact,Transpower, Waikato Regional Council, Hamilton City 
Council and finally the Police, to make sure that we no longer have the use of the site. 
This shows the difficulty in finding and keeping suitable venues for our events. There 
are other options that we are working on and will let you know soon. 
It was great to see a successful Kairangi Loop Tarmac sprint run in trying conditions for 
the competitors as half of the course had been resealed just before our event. A bit frus-
trating as a car club we have to apply for road closures so far out from the event (4 
months). But Councils do have maintenance budgets and schedules they need to meet. 
Congratulations go to Charlie Evans for another win at this event and every other com-
petitor that kept their car on the road and in one piece. 
This weekend we have a working bee at the clubrooms followed by a Motorkhana after-
wards, keep an eye on the events page for club points events coming up , we are using 
some other clubs events to boost the numbers of events that qualify for club points as 
well. 
Rally season is now upon us, with the circuit endurance series run by Bob coming up as 
well. 
See you at the next event 
Cheers Steve Wilcock 
 
 
 



 
Motorkhana 4th May 
 
We are holding a motorkhana at the clubrooms this Sunday. We will have 4 
club cars available including an automatic for beginners. These are great 
events for novices and juniors as they teach skills without the speed. 
No helmets or overalls required. Just $30 entry and $10 club car (juniors car 
is free). The Bar will be open for non competitors so come along and watch. 
 
 

Origin endurance race series 
 
Bob Cullinane is promoting this series using the Hamilton Car Club as the 
host. He is targeting new drivers with both 1hr ( one or two drivers) and a 3 
hour race on the same day. Racing will be at Taupo, Manfield and Pukekohe 
over June and July. For more information contact Bob 0274 939 337 or 
www.endurancerace.co.nz 
 

Ruakura Autocross 
 
For those who haven’t heard the use of Innovation Park has ended with the 
Hamilton City Council informing us that we require a resource consent to run 
motor sport events in the HCC area. With a minimum application cost of 
$3500 and no guarantee of getting consent, we will no longer be running 
these events . They will sadly be missed  as they were a great aid for teach-
ing our young drivers. 
 

Bulletin articles 
 
Any articles photos or news is welcome so if you’re doing events please send 
me an article. Thanks Bruce Clothier. 
 



The Rotron Sports Racing Car 
ROT – Rotary Engine: - Chevron/Lotus based chassis 
An iconic piece of Tauranga motor racing history 
Current owners – Jin Madgwick, Matamata 
                Steven Madgwick, Tauranga 
 

We believe this car was originally built in Tauranga by ? Nicholson in 1990 as  
“Model, Mark I, Chassis 007” and he copied, but improved on, the Chevron/Lotus 
chassis design. 
It was completed by Tino Korzelius and originally it was powered by a Mazda 12a 
monster port engine. 
It was raced by his son, Patrick Korzelius, from 1993 to 2000 on the old Bay Park cir-
cuit, Taupo, Manfield, several Route P water front circuits and many local hill climbs 
as evidenced by the original log book. Patrick still holds many lap records etc on 
these venues. Steven went to school with Patrick and he would drag me round after 
school to drool over this “fabulous car”. 
However, every time I went to buy it the price went up and up so I flagged it away. 
The car was sold to a Michael Clark in Auckland who raced it at Pukekohe and 
Taupo between 2006 and 2008. 
Michael told me he replaced the engine with a demon 13B rotary. He discarded the 
Vauxhall Viva front suspension and steering assembly, which he replaced with Escort 
quick ratio steering, and manufactured front wishbones with Koni shocks all round. 
During his ownership he also shortened the chassis some 6 inches and fitted mag 
wheels ex Gary Sprague, Tauranga with Toyo racing tyres. 
The car was then sold to Garry Pendleton back in Tauranga as a chassis only as Mi-
chael had removed ALL the good gear to build another car!! Garry spent la lot of 
money rebuilding the car and had it up to almost being a runner but had trouble get-
ting the replacement 13B rotary to fire up. Steven had met Garry through his motor-
cycle involvement and was out in Garry’s workshop tuning a race bike. He noticed 
something tucked away under a cover, which, when pulled back revealed the 
“Rotron”, the give away being the words “Rotron Sports” picked out in dots on the 
stainless steel exhaust pipe heat shield. 
A quick phone call to Dad to bring his cheque book and we owned it as last! Steven 
investigated the electrics, found two leads going to the starter motor instead of one to 
earth, and the motor fired up readily. 
Steven then undertook to strip the car and meticulously check and reassemble it, so 
the rebuild is now in its final stages. It is not as potent as it was originally i.e. we have 
a virtually standard 13B motor and gearbox, no L.S.D as originally fitted, only reason-
able road shocks, wheels and tyres, etc. One problem is that the car appears to have 
shrunk over time and I now have trouble getting fitted into the cockpit! 
Future intentions are to hill climb and club race the car then if future finances be-
come available (Sponsors requested!), to buy back the good gear, (from Michael) 
and redevelop the car’s potential. 
At one stage, we did consider making the “Rotron” a road going car but the require-
ments were far too stringent so we have left it as a trailered racer. 
Any enlightenment of the Rotrons history gratefully accepted. 



Another great day organized by Steve Taylor, thanks to all the 
helpers including Steve Phipps (clerk of course ) and Daniel for 
doing the timing. We had a good mixture of cars including Daniel 
Hill debuting his VW Beetle and David Ingram in his Mk7 Jaguar. 
The course had the last third resealed which was like driving on 
marbles. This section claimed 4 cars and provided big moments 
for many others. By the last run most of the loose gravel was 
cleared leaving a narrow racing line that wasn't to be crossed. 

 

 

Kairangi loop results 



 
 
Prize giving this year was an informal evening with a meal at $10 and drinks. Thanks to 
Debi Ramsay for organising the food, it was a great spread at a great price. The num-
bers were down as they have been for the last few years, but I think the format worked 
well and I hope to see the numbers increase next year.  

Prize giving results 



 Prize giving results 



Ruakura Autocross 23rd March 

Ladies Autocross 





No calls after 9.00 pm please 
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