
 

 

 

July 2016 

31st July Planters Autocross 
10th August Club Night  
14th August Dual Sprints Hampton Downs 
14th September Club Night 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Welcome to the July edition of the HCC Bulletin 
 
Club memberships will expire on 31st July, renewal details are available here. 
 
At our July clubnight we had 2 guest speakers, Nick From Racetech showing us a few of the  
products they do, answering all our questions and even had a few giveaways. Scott Dodunski also 
came along to give us some info on an upcoming drift event he is organising for later in the year to 
be held in frankton, it sounds like it will be a good event. 
 
The Kairangi loop sprint was held on 10th July, the weather held out with it being cold and crisp in 
the morning and blue sky all day. My first event as Clerk of the course was a crash course with a 
couple of incidents with a big horsepower skyline rolling in the first 200m of the practice runs and 
the club president going off on the last corner of the first timed run and managing to demolish a 
good section of fence and pretty much every panel on his car. Both drivers walked away with no 
major injuries which is a testament to the safety equipment in both the cars. From all reports from 
drivers and residents everyone had a good day, I even saw a few hay bale grandstands set up 
around the track! Congratulations to Gary Bodley for taking out fastest overall and class G and 
Allen Fretwell taking out a close win from Chris Mcphail  in class D and 2nd overall. A big thanks 
goes out to all the marshals and helpers  
especially Steve Taylor for providing me guidance on the day. 
 
Have fun out there 
 
Craig Benton 
Bulletin Editor 

http://www.hamiltoncarclub.org.nz/membership/


 

Kairangi Loop Results 

Start 

Finish 

Class Number First Name Last Name Car Model pos Best Time Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 

g 101 Gary Bodley CRX 1 160.641 164.14 162.746 160.641 

d 6 Allen Fretwell Legacy 2 161.537 161.537 162.221 161.9 

d 88 Chris McPhail Evo 3 161.608 167.605 166.611 161.608 

g 26 Jess Darligton Corolla 4 165.572 166.23 167.517 165.572 

c 2 Greg Mundell Altezza 5 166.471 169.009 166.471 166.494 

d 8 Andew Warren Legacy 6 169.803 170.612 174.086 169.803 

g 32 Chris Wharepapa Skyline 7 171.551 172.942 172.828 171.551 

c 13 Grant Liston Civic Type R 8 173.111 179.65 174.928 173.111 

b 9 Dirk Scherbius Honda Civic 9 173.757 176.985 176.105 173.757 

c 12 Carol Liston Civic Type R 10 174.313 178.006 177.967 174.313 

b 120 Ross Webster Dauphine 11 177.605 177.925 180.831 177.605 

d 875 john birch Escort cosworth 12 178.46 180.635 181.072 178.46 

c 30 Mathew Oliver WRX 13 178.883 183.187 180.844 178.883 

a 4 Scott Wilson Starlet 14 180.081 189.583 183.776 180.081 

g 5 Benjamin Clifton Commodore 15 181.8 188.154 184.959 181.8 

b 3 mark Baker corolla 16 185.938 187.48 188.456 185.938 

g 158 Graeme Collet MGB-GT V8 17 186.679 191.994 186.679 191.864 

a 1 Adam Wilson Starlet 18 187.347 198.549 191.424 187.347 

c 7 Jonathan Lee Escort 19 190.798 199.408 194.734 190.798 

g 46 bernard Mclean MR2 GTS 20 192.114 202.929 193.811 192.114 

b 10 Jan Oosthuizen Corolla 21 195.858 195.939 198.358 195.858 

g 504 John-paul Van der meys Capri 22 195.985 195.985     

c 11 Russell Weston BMW 23 196.254 196.892 196.254 197.21 

c 999 Richard Sutherland BMW E30 24 197.89 201.81 201.292 197.89 

g 15 Dianne Follows Prelude 25 227.493 229.303 227.493 230.746 



 

Upcoming Events 

31st July - Planters Autocross 
 

We have 400 native plants to plant at the club grounds. 
Planting will start at 10:00 followed by a BBQ lunch and an Autocross from 12:00. Food will free for the 
helpers and available for purchase by those don’t help with planting. 

Autocross Entry fee for those who help planting will be $10.00 and $30.00 for those who don’t. 
Club cars will be available so bring the family along for a fun day at the Club Grounds. 

Regs for the autocross can be down loaded here: planters autocross regs 

14th August - Hampton Downs Dual Sprint 
 

Back again for this year, always a good event, will be held on the “old” 2.8km circuit. 
 
You will note that, unfortunately, the price for the event has gone up.  This is due to the increase in  
prices for everything at the track that have been put in place since the change of ownership. 
Please also note that if you want a pit garage, this must be booked and paid for at the same time as 
you enter.  The new regime requires the clubs to book the garages before the day of the event and we 
will also be billed for them.  Thus you need to book and pay with your entry.  Remember, you can fit two 
cars in each garage, so you need to organise yourselves to share with someone. 

Full details can be found in regs: 2016 Hampton Downs Sup Regs 
Download entry form from here: 2016 HD Entry Form_distributed 

http://www.hamiltoncarclub.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/planters-autocross-regs.pdf
http://www.hamiltoncarclub.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2016-Hampton-Downs-Sup-Regs.pdf
http://www.hamiltoncarclub.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2016-HD-Entry-Form_distributed.pdf


 

 

Gisborne Rally 

Start 

Finish 

Friday morning the adventure began in the bustling metropolis of Ohaupo ready for Rally Gisborne 
with “The man, the myth, the Legend... Dennis Carson.” Truck packed, Datsun loaded, the boys were 
off again for another rally after recently competing at Taranaki. After A day of driving and the political 
hoo haa of the NZ rally champs parading about in the rain and signing on the dotted lines it was time 
for another refreshment. 

Believe it or not Saturday morning was a cold one with the previous night’s rain gone ready for  day-
light and a long day of rallying (150km of special stage and 378km of touring, 529km total). 43

rd
 on the 

road we were away and we got off to a great start running first equal as observed by Team manager 
Mike Robson. 

On arrival at SS1 our windscreen started to fog, with a defective demister and no pace notes we really 
were rallying blind. With no choice but to drive to the conditions we played it safe until the windscreen 
cleared about 14kms into this 25km twisty technical stage with short tarmac patches that we struggled 
to find because of the mud and stones thrown onto the road by the 42 cars in front of us. We made it 
through but dropped to 42

nd
 only after passing Klinky’s RX7 like he was standing still. 

Now that we could see again we attacked SS2 with everything the Datsun had, sliding our way 
through a tight start that opened towards the end to finish with a smile now up to 40

th
. It was still early 

and the mechanicals were already starting for others. 

 SS3 was a repeat of SS1 just without the vision issue. The Tarmac sections that littered the stage 
were non-recognisable and slipperier than a used car sales man. Dennis drove with more passion this 
time through taking 50 seconds out of his time and giving me a close up view of the bank on my side 
as we crossed the finish line. 

SS4 was the day’s longest stage at 39kms and a vague recollection of it from last year. After the first 
10kms of continuous tightness the stage opened and flowed nicely  with the 1200 singing like a crying 
baby for the last 20kms another great stage and now 32

nd
 overall after more mechanicals and mishaps 

over the previous two stages. 

The 20km SS5 was re-run as ss6 that night. First run through we started off well fast and flowing but 
as the road tightened, the rubbish dragged onto the road by the front runners got worse. 13kms in on 
a downhill approach into a tight right we temporarily locked the brakes giving us a bad case of ‘oh 
crap’ as we proceeded to understeer wide into a bank (we weren’t the first). Luckily we were able to 
reverse out and keep moving with a few rubbing noises and vibrations. We soon found the wheel took 
most of the impact tearing the front suspension mount back from the chassis rail. 

Limping into the last service, number one mechanic Brandon Elder was quick to dive in and tie forward 
the lower arm with an array of cable ties, tools and a tie down he found securing tyres in another 
team’s truck. We were mobile again but mindful of the Datsun’s band aid repair. 

I think we were the only car in the field without extra driving lights for the last stage that had us with a 
start time of 5.10, well after sundown in the back hills and bush of Gisborne, we were rallying blind 
again. The repair was enough that we were able to tip toe through to make it to the finish line back in 
central Gisborne. We had finished in 30

th
 overall and 4

th
 in class just by going at our own pace and en-

joying the rally. 

Thanks to Dennis and the guys for getting us through and making it a great weekend. 
 
James Post 



 

 

Gisborne Rally 

Start 

Finish 



 

Taranaki Tarmac Rally 

Start 

Finish 

 

Ross MacDonald and I were seeded 40
th
 amongst 43 entries at the start of this year’s Taranaki Tar-

mac Rally, held on Saturday 18
th
 June. We had enormous fun throwing the mighty Fiat Tipo Sedici-

valvole around on the rally’s 8 special stages.  
 
The morning loop of four stages, around Okato and Pukeiti to the south west of New Plymouth, con-
sisted of two runs through two mainly tight and twisty stages. Rain showers and oil on the road from 
another competitor ahead of us made the roads extra slippery, so we took things fairly carefully and 
tried to maintain a consistent pace without falling off. In stages 1 and 2 the RallySafe unit was glow-
ing with a ‘hazard on course’ warning almost constantly, as we passed a lot of warning triangles and 
competitors either off the road (many through fences in paddocks) or stopped in the stages with car 
issues. But the roads were great and the Tipo seemed well suited to the morning loop, demonstrating 
a complete resistance to understeer and a liking for sliding sideways in the slick conditions that de-
fied its front wheel driven chassis layout. One particular highlight was overtaking the flame-spitting 
Mazda RX-8 of Terry Hewitt and Stephen Armstrong with our driver’s side wheels on the grass verge 
at about 160km/h, enough to make the crews of both cars hold their breaths and clench their cheeks 
I suspect….  
 
A second highlight of the morning stages was catching and overtaking the AE86 Corolla of Dennis 
Carson and James Post in SS4. Having caught Dennis through the narrow twisties of Carrington 
Road in the foothills of Mount Taranaki, we sat close behind the Toyota and pressed the ‘Overtake’ 
button on the RallySafe unit to make sure he knew we were there. Coming up a fast, flowing incline 
over a crest to turn left at the tricky intersection into Plymouth Road, Dennis got the Corolla com-
pletely crossed up and spun his car directly in front of us, pirouetting off the inside of the corner and 
creating a convenient Fiat-sized gap on the outside for us to spear through.  
 
For the afternoon loop the crews headed east to do four stages closer to Inglewood and Egmont Vil-
lage, and the morning’s rain showers cleared for drier roads and a few more scenic views of the 
beautiful, snow-capped Taranaki volcano.  
 
The afternoon’s stages were very different to the morning and seemed better suited to the more pow-
erful cars, with wider roads and a few fast bends over blind crests to keep crews alert. With the stag-
es being faster in the afternoon, rally organisers had introduced virtual chicanes, which were sections 
approximately 200m long within the afternoon stages through which an average maximum speed of 
50 km/h was permitted. Designed to keep total stage average speeds down, the RallySafe system 
provided a warning message in advance of the virtual chicanes, and the beginning and ends of the 
50 km/h sections were identified with orange traffic cones. These mandatory slow sections seemed 
to divide opinion amongst competitors, with some seeing them as a necessary solution for safety 
reasons, but many others regarding them as an irritating annoyance that interrupted drivers’ flow and 
put a lid on closed road fun…     
  
In the end we managed to finish 24

th
 overall, which was a reasonably satisfying result for us. The 

event was extremely well run by Taranaki Car Club, with a compact, enjoyable format and a good, 
balanced ratio of special stages to touring distances. In 2017 I understand the event is scheduled to 
become the only full-tarmac round of the NZ Rally Championship, which should be a welcome and 
interesting addition to the calendar.  
 
By Richard Leggett 



 

Taranaki Tarmac Rally 

Start 

Finish 



No calls after 9.00 pm please 
 

President     Bruce Clothier   0212437403 
 
Club Captain    Chris Wharepapa   0275977801 
 
Secretary     Debbie Ramsey   021759592    
 
Treasurer     Chris Ramsay    07 8532850 
       Treasurer@hamiltoncarclub.org.nz 
 
Membership Secretary Bill McEwan    07 8553260   
       membership@hamiltoncarclub.org.nz 
 
Webmaster    Bill McEwan   07 8553260 
 
Bulletin Editor   Craig Benton   021769288   
       editor@hamiltoncarclub.org.nz 
 
Committee      Andrew Warren  07 8498406 
       Bruce Airey  
       Paul Verryt   0272944508 
       Josh Martin   021 0538625 
 
Scrutineers    Sean Elder   07 8565735 
       Scotty McDonald  07 8553602 
        


