
Hi all and welcome to the Hamilton Car Club November Bulletin. 
 
Last month saw our AGM with a few a changes to the positions on the committee. We now have Bruce Clothier as 
Bulletin editor, Angie Lloyd as membership secretary and Bill McEwan as Web master. Josh Martin has also joined 
the committee to assist in running smaller events. 
Speaking of smaller events, the first round of the women’s autocross series running 4 events from November to 
March, starts this month. So come on all you ladies, come and grab one of the car club cars and have a blast! 
Also on the 24th of the month will see another club autocross at Ruakura and with the last being 1.7km long, I am 
sure Bruce Clothier, Chris Wharapapa and Scotty McDonald will have another fantastic course with lots of variety 
laid out again. 
Last month saw the Hamilton Car Club run an open day with the purpose of attracting new and young competitors 
to have a go. It was a busy day with around 30 entrants, of which three quarters were under twenty years of age. The 
first car started at 10.30am and we went through until 3.30 with everyone having a great time and feeling much 
more confident at the end of the day. The atmosphere was buzzing with a sense of accomplishment and pride. 
We also saw V8 supercar driver and supertourer driver Scott McLaughlin at an evening at the club room’s fresh 
back from Bathurst with plenty of stories to tell. What a fantastic, level headed, humble guy who is sure to go far in 
the sport. We thank him for giving us so much of his valuable time. 
See you all at club night on Wednesday, and remember if you have any thoughts or ideas please bring them to our 
committee meeting on Tuesday November 19th at 7pm. 
Safe driving 
 
Steve Wilcock 

 
Wednesday 13th November Ladies autocross HCC clubrooms . 
 
Wednesday 13th November Club night 7.30 pm . 
 
Tuesday 19th November Committee Meting 7.00 pm  
 
Sunday 24th November Ruakura autocross. 
 
Wednesday 11th  December Ladies autocross HCC clubrooms . 

Upcoming club Events 

November 3013 



NEW EDITOR 

Hi, for those who don't know me I’m Bruce Clothier an Electrical Inspector from  
Hamilton. I've only been a club member for two years and have just completed my 
first full year of clubsport competition. I drive what was an EP82 starlet now less 
turbo running a 1300cc engine. While watching the last of the v8’s in Hamilton,     
sitting there wishing it was me driving, I decided to buy a car and give it a go (after 
thinking about it for30 years ). I brought an EP71 Starlet off trade me and my wife 
Bronwyn and I used it for most of last year. I came across my current car as a rolling 
body less motor while looking for parts. I picked up a motor from a local wrecker  
and learnt my first lesson at Hampton Downs running 2 bearings. Note to new     
drivers, baffle your sump. After building a replacement engine I have competed in all 
the club events this year and have just finished the Fiat Waikato series . It’s been a 
good year with a lot of the time being the only one in my class. Despite this, I think   
I have finished every event in the top half of the overall field. 
This is my first attempt at been an editor so any help is welcome. If there is anything 
you would like to put in the bulletin please email me. Member input is always      
welcome. 
 
Bruce 
 
editor@hamiltoncarclub.org.nz  





Hi, 

 
The final round of this year's Tarmac Series was the Bent Sprint on Hiwi 
Road, Tauwhare. A short but challenging road that has shown up some    
talent shortcomings at times in the past. The weather  today certainly wasn't 
going to be able to be used as an excuse for times as there was fine 
weather forecast, and delivered, for all day. 
A disappointingly small field of 23 faced the starter and practice got           
underway nice and early. Thirty minutes later we were ready to start with the 
serious stuff, but already it was obvious that the existing   record of 0:50.47 
may be threatened. And so it proved with Allen Fretwell in his 3 litre turbo-
charged Subaru Legacy RSRA sneaking under the record on his first run 
with a time of 0:50.35. Others under the minute mark in their first run were 
Ben Finch, back after a major off at the Hamilton Car Club Ngutinui Hillclimb 
in March, Brent Shaw in his track oriented Mazda RX7 Batmobile, Toma 
Lurcu in his Impreza back after an absence of a couple of years, Chris 
Johns, another returnee in his Primera, Bill McEwan in his lovely Mk1      
Escort RS2000, Stacey James in a Fiat Tipo Sedicivalvole, Richard Burgess 
in an Altezza, Alan Smith is another Legacy and Bruce Clothier in a Toyota 
Starlet that appears to be able to be driven like a kart at Indoor Karting, foot 
hard down until after the finish line and only then use the brakes. As the day 
wore on more people got under the minute barrier, and most improved their 
times, except for Allen Fretwell who repeated his first time in the second run 
then went slower in the third. Still, no one bettered him. In the end 12 of the 
23 competitors broke the  minute barrier. A great day was had by those who 
competed, the   atmosphere was very relaxed and there appeared to be 
many stories being swapped between runs. My quote of the day, "That must 
have been fast, I scared myself a little". That's how you know when you are 
really trying. 

Ciao, 
Campbell 

 

Fiat Club Waikato Hiwi road 



 



Hamilton Car Club  
Autocross November  24th  

 

Innovation park Ruakura road .  
1.7km track. Club cars will be available. 
Cost $30 Overalls and helmets required. 
Registration from 9 am, briefing 9.30 1st run 10 am 



          Targa 2013 By Bill McEwan 

Targa 2013. 

Having been part of the service crew on Targa a number of times I was nervously excited about being 
asked to sit in the co-driver’s seat for the 2013 event. I quickly accepted the invitation and it will be no sur-
prise to anyone that I would be in a 1979 Escort Sport. Well that is how the car started its life but now has 
a somewhat different specification. The outward appearance of the car gives no hint of what’s inside. The 
engine is a fuel injected 2.0L Vauxhall EX unit matched up to a type 9 gear box with straight cut Quaife 
kit and Hilux diff.   
 
 Wednesday 30th October saw us completing documentation at the Dot Com Mansion before the official 
start from there on Thursday morning. 
 
 Day 1 consisted of 7 special stages starting in West Auckland then coming down through the Waikato and 
King Country regions before an overnight stop in New Plymouth.  Day one was a clean run for us other 
than taking it easy on the last stage. Our plan was to run an old set of tyres for day one and save our only 
new set for the last three days. This plan was working well until the rain hit us on the last stage of the day. 
A cautious approach was adopted for this last stage. 
 
 Day 2 started with clearing skies and that was the last we saw of rain for the rally. This day took in 4 
stages in Taranaki, include a stage each way in and out of Whangamomona followed by 2 stages in Ma-
nawatu before overnighting in Palmerston North. During the long touring stage after leaving Hawera the 
gremlins struck and we found ourselves stranded with a flat battery. Luckily our service vehicle was be-
hind us and when they caught up we swapped batteries and continued on to complete the last stage for the 
day. Inspection at service that evening showed what appeared to be a bad connection on the alternator 
which was corrected. 



 
 
 Day 3 started with a tour through the Manawatu Gorge to the first stage which ended at the Tui Brew-
ery. On the second stage our electrical problems came back and a flat battery saw us being towed to ser-
vice in Dannevirke after not being able to restart at the end of the stage. The battery was swapped with 
the service vehicle again and the alternator sent off to Napier with a friend to be repaired. We completed 
all 6 stages with battery swaps becoming the norm at each service stop. The Hawkes Bay region had 
some great fast flowing stages with many blind brows ready to catch the unwary. During the service at 
Havelock North the repaired alternator was re-installed and we went to bed happy that our electrical is-
sue were behind us. 
 
 Day 4 saw of us doing 6 stages include 2 very fast stages over the Gentle Annie road to Taihape. There 
was much concern when the battery light, that we though wasn’t working, came on as we drove to the 
first stage of the day. This meant that we would complete another day swapping batteries with the ser-
vice vehicle every time we meet up till we got to the end at Taupo Motorsport Park.  
 
 We made it to the end having completed all stages and finishing 5th in our category. My early nervous-
ness turned out to be unwarranted as I made it through with no signs of car sickness and managed to get 
to complete all stages without getting lost. 
Our alternator problems seemed minor when we heard stories like the Anglia which was on its 3rd engine 
by the end. The final one having come out of a car that had been scraped and had been rumoured to have 
last run in 2007. The compression was so low that you could wind it over by hand and they had trouble 
starting off on anything but flat or down hill starts. Or the team that needed a replacement crank position 
sensor for a BMW so ended up buying a complete car off TradeMe to get one. 

For sale 
DUNLOP 03G TRACK DAY TIRES 225-45-17 HEAPS TO CHOOSE FROM $25EA 
CONTACT STEVE TAYLOR 021 487 861  




